
UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULtURE 


BEFORE TIIESECRETARY OF AGRICULTURE 


lnre: ) P & S Docket No. D-10-0206 
) 

Tall grass BeefCothpany LLC; ) 
) 

Respondent ) Consent Decision 

ThLproceedingwas instituted under thePac'kersandStockyards Act(7 U.S.C. § I8let 

seq. )(theAI::t), by .aComplaint ahd 'Notice .ofHearing filed on Apdl 7, 20 tOby 'the Deputy 

Admini$trt:rlor, Packers and StQckYfU'ds :progtcun, Grain Inspectioil;Packers ana Stockyards' 

Adiniriistri:r:ion,.. Uilited States Department of Agriculture, . alleging that TallgrassBeef CompanyLLC 

(RespOncl~tlt)wiU.(ully violated the Act and the te'gulations promulgated:thereunder by the Secretary of 

Agriculture (9 C.F.R §. 201.1 ,elseq.)(the regulations). This decision is enteredpurSlllUlt to the 

cOrt$eJItdeti slonprovi$loo'o.f the Rules ofPractice .applicableto this proceedihgf7 C.P.R. § 1.138). 

ResJ ondent admits .the jurisdictional aJ]eg~Honsio paragrapb 1 of the 'Complaint 8ndNbtice of' 

Heating; and specifically adrnitstnat the Secretary hasjurisdiction in this matter, neither admits nor 

deniestherqnainingaUegatiQns, waives oral hearing anel further procedure, and consents and agrees, 

for thepurpuse of settling this prriceediilgand for such purpose only, to. the entry' ofthis decision. 

the Cmnplamant agrees to tbe entry Ofthisdedsion. 

Findings of Fact 

1.'1 allgrassBeef Company LLC • (Respondent), is a limited liability company organized and 

existingund,:r the lawsoft\1e State ofDclaware. Its business mailing address is 103 E. Main St., 

Sedarl,KS 6'7361. 



2. Respondent. is and. at .all tirilesmaterialherein, was: 

(a) Engaged in the business ofbuying livestock in commerce for the 'purposes of 

slaughter aild~ afterlhe custcimslaugnter and processing of the livestock, ofmarketing meats, meat food. 

,pro~j:ucts, c·r:1ivestockprpd"\lctl? in an unmanufactured fonn.acting as a wholesale 4istributor in 

.co.mrrierc:e;and 

. (b)ApackerwithinJheIl1e~hing oran:dsubject to the provisions ofthe Act. 

Conclusions. 

Res:lOndent having adtrtittedthejurisdictional facts alid tbeparties having agreed to the entry of 

this<decisio ~, such decision wilLbe entered. 

Order 

R,espondenfT1111grassBeefCompany LLC,its agents'.and employeesy.di'rectly .or through any 

'corporate or oilier deVice, irl'cofuiectlOnwith operationssUbjecUo the Packers and Stockyards Act; 

shall ~e~e anddesisLfrorn: 

1. Failing to pay, when due, thefull purchase price oflivesiock; 

2. Engagirt~ in .the business ofa packer when its flIllUicta]eonditiondoes neit meet the 

requiremenl s of theA:ct; 

J.Engaging in the husincssofapackerwithbutmairltairiingabond orbond equivalent as 

require4uncer 7 U.S~C.§204.andsecti()ns 201.27~20 1.34 otthe regulations (9C.F.R. 201.27~20l:34). 

In 'a<:cotdance With section 2()3(b) of the Act (7 U.RC.§ 193(b», Respondent Tallgrass Beef 

Company.L];"C is assessed a civil penalty in ,the amount of FQUI' Hundrecl'and Two Thousand, Eight 

Hundred 8n(: Sixteen D01lar5 and Fifty-Three cents ($402,816.53). The civil penalty, however, will be 
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reducible coUar-for-:dollarby restitution made by Respondentto its unpaid livestock suppliers, up toa 

total reducdon ofThree Hundred and. Fifty-Two Thousand, Eight Hundred and Sixteen Dollars and 

Fifty;.'fbre.(:c:~mts ($352.816;53). in accordance with all Understanding Rega,rding Civil Penalty 

Payment T~imsagreed to and ratified by the parties. 

If F:esponderttiails to: satisfythe tenns ofthe Understanding, the.rcmainingciv1I penalty~ for 

which restLution has not been made, willbecome due in full immediately, upon application of 

COniplaiIl1l11t to the Administrative Law Judge; without furthei procedure. {fRespondent satisfies the 

termsoftlll:: Understap.ding, Compl~ap.t shall requestthatthe Administrative Law Judge. issue an 

orderfeduc lngthe.civH penalty dolIar"'for~a(jl]ar [or·resfitulionmade. 

The Administrative L~w.fudge shan retalnjurisdictionin this mattetfafthepurpose of 

assessingtbeappropriate civil pena1ty~upon. application ofthe Complainant as described herein. 
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The, provisions ofihis order shallhe~omeeffectjve on the sixth day after service of this order on 

the Resporderit. 

Copies of thisdecisiop.sbal.l be served upon the parties. 

'\ .~i' ;ci.~ . 
l'Iltam H. KurtIs 

~-~~~ 
Charles 1. H,iendall • 
Attorneyf'o~•.Complainant 

.~ 't A.
lssued.this_Y_..)_-day 0<::40 4-.. _ Yo,'v 
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